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leased at length from their confinement, they were
making up to themselves for the restraint which had
been imposed on them in the world.
But where the benevolent qualities are genuine,
they often deserve the name rather of amiable in-
Real nature stincts, than of moral virtues. In many
of amiable cases, they imply no mental conflict, no
tempers previous discipline: they are apt to eva-
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grounded in porate in barren sensibilities, and transi-
nligion. tory sympathies and indolent wishes, and
unproductive declarations: they possess not that
strength and energy of character, which, in con-
tempt of difficulties and dangers, produce alacrity
in service, and vigour and perseverance in action.
Destitute of proper firmness, they often encourage
that vice and folly, which it is their especial duty
to repress; and it is well if, from their soft, comply-
ing humour, they are not often drawn in to par-
ticipate in what is wrong, as well as to connive at
it. Thus their possessors are frequently, in the eye
of truth and reason, bad magistrates, and parents,
bad friends; defective in those very qualities, which
give to each of those several relations its chief and
appropriate value. And here it may be observed,
that persons thus defective can ill establish the claim
which is often preferred on their behalf, that they
are free from selfishness; for if we trace such defi-
ciencies to their true source, they will be found to
arise chiefly from indisposition to submit to a pain-
ful effort, though real good-will commands that sacri-
fice, or from the fear of lessening the regard in
which we are held, and the good opinion which is
entertained of us.
It should farther also be observed concerning
these qualities, when they are not rooted in religion,

